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anitiate progress in all lines, and to make' Baroda a richer
and 3. happier State. I go among the people, print and pub-
lish,^ schemes, face the Maharaja with my proposals, and
manage to have my way in a manner which old officers of
this State pronounce quite "unconventional"! I am trying to
relieve the agriculturists of excessive taxation on their land,
I am endeavouring to get together capitalists to start new
mills and industries, and if I can build up the Legislative
Council I will make the work of the State proceed in the
interest of the people, and in touch with the people. Every-
thing shall be open and above-board, nothing done in dark,
lortuous, secret, autocratic ways. Dreams! Dreams! some
will exclaim. Well let them be so; it is better to dream of
work and progress than to wake to inaction and stagna-
II
* The reforms introduced during the tenure of Romesh
butt as Revenue Minister are reflected in the annual Ad-
&inistration Reports of the State. In the sphere of ad-
ministration, perhaps the most important change introduced
was the separation of Judicial and Executive functions. As
the Annual Report stated, "The officer who is virtually the
plaintiff in the matter of revenue demands should not exer-
cise magisterial powers. The officer who is the head of the
District or the Taluka should be free from suspicion of do-
ing executive work with the help of criminal powers. On
these considerations His Highness resolved on a separation
of functions."
Another reform introduced was the creation of the
institution, of Honorary Village Munsifs, The object was
to associate rural representatives in the simple tasks cf
administration of justice, and at the same time avoid expen-
sive and protracted litigation on comparatively simple
issues. With the same object of associating the people with

